Thrombocytosis in quiescent chronic granulocytic leukaemia after vincristine and 6-mercaptopurine therapy.
In an attempt to retard the appearance of blastic transformation 11 patients recently diagnosed with chronic granulocytic leukaemia were given courses of vincristine and 6-mercaptopurine after stabilization of the disease by busulfan. In 4 of the patients a marked thrombocytosis developed shortly after the administration of such courses. When we compared the clinical and biological features at the moment of diagnosis, the patients in whom thrombocytosis developed after vincristine and 6-mercaptopurine courses showed higher platelet counts and a smaller spleen size than the other ones, although no statistical significance was reached. A possible thrombocytopoietic effect of vincristine is discussed.